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THE LEAD

Tehran Rgects Washington's Framewor k — Oil Reclaims $100
and the Peace Trade Unwinds

Iran formally rejected the US 15-point peace proposal and tabled a five-point counter demanding sovereignty over
the Strait of Hormuz. The war premiumis back, therally is over, and Friday's dual binary — PCE inflation data and
the strike pause expiration —is now 36 hours away.

Iran formally rejected Washington's 15-point peace proposal overnight, issuing a five-point counter-framework that
includes Tehran's exercise of sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz — the 34-kilometer-wide channel between Iran
and Oman through which roughly 20% of the world's crude oil transits daily. That single demand is not a negotiating
compromise. It is a maximalist opening position that requires the United States and its Gulf partners to fundamentally
cede regional maritime security architecture as a precondition for peace. Washington cannot accept it as stated. The
diplomatic architecture that sent S&P; 500 futures up more than 1% on Wednesday has collapsed within 24 hours.

Markets are pricing the reversal accordingly. Brent crude has climbed back above $100 per barrel after settling at
$98.03 on Wednesday — that 5% single-session decline had been the most vivid signal of the peace premium. That
premium has now been repriced: oil above $100 is the market's verdict that a deal is not imminent and that Hormuz
remains closed for the foreseeable future. S&P; 500 futures are cautiously mixed in Thursday's premarket, reflecting
the tug-of-war between the geopolitical setback and an economy that, on paper, still shows positive momentum. Gold
is holding near $4,442 — safe-haven demand hasn't spiked to new highs, but it hasn't collapsed either. The metal is
doing exactly what it should do in structured uncertainty: it is staying elevated without panicking.

The critical nuance in today's read: CNBC's daily headline framed the development as 'lran rejects ceasefire, but
reviews peace plan.’ There is a meaningful diplomatic distinction between a hard rejection and a strategic rejection.
Tehran's issuance of a five-point counter is itself an act of engagement — you do not table formal counter-demands
to a proposal you refuse to consider. Iranian Foreign Ministry signals suggest the 15 points are being actively read
and will generate a specific, point-by-point response. This is a pressure-maximum negotiation, not a communication
breakdown.

What gives this moment its urgency is the clock. The five-day strike pause that President Trump announced expires
on Friday, March 28. Delivering a formal 15-point document was Washington's move within that window; Tehran's
five-point counter is its move. Whether the pause gets extended past Friday now depends entirely on whether the
Trump administration reads the counter as engagement worth continuing. If Friday arrives without an extension
signal, the session becomes the week's highest-risk moment: PCE inflation data in the morning, strike pause



expiration in the afternoon.

The conceptual frame to hold:

Iran's Hormuz sovereignty demand is not its walk-away condition — it is its maximum ask. The critical question for markets is
whether this counterproposal represents the ceiling of Tehran's demands or the floor. If this is an opening bid, there is room to
converge on something between the US's 15 points and Iran's 5. If this is a genuine red line, the conflict has no near-term exit.
Today, markets appear to be treating it as an opening bid — oil above $100 but not spiking — which suggests the base case is
still 'difficult negotiation' rather than 'full breakdown.' That assessment changes fast if Tehran goes dark ahead of Friday's
deadline.

The Navigator'sread: Oil above $100 is not a temporary overshoot —it isthe correct price for a Srait that remains closed and a
conflict with no agreed exit path.

WHAT MOVES TODAY

Initial Jobless Claims (Weekly) 8:30 AM ET

MEDIUM IMPACT

The most timely weekly read on labor market conditions. With consumer confidence at a three-year low (Michigan Sentiment: 55.5)
and energy-driven cost pressure compressing household budgets, any uptick toward 230K+ claims would confirm that the macro drag
is reaching the employment level. Below 215K continues to signal that the labor market is holding despite the conflict's economic
weight.

Iran Counter-Proposal — Pause Expiration Countdown Active / Ongoing

HIGH IMPACT

The five-day strike pause expires Friday, March 28 — 36 hours from now. Any signal from Washington, Islamabad, or Muscat (Omani
channel) that the pause will be extended is an immediate Brent-below-$98 event and a 1%+ equity catalyst. Watch for Iranian Foreign
Ministry statements between 9 AM—1 PM ET when the Friday window begins to materialize in decision-maker timelines.

McCormick & Company (MKC) — Q1 FY2026 Pre-Market

EARNINGS

One of the more direct reads on consumer food spending and supply chain cost pressure. Management commentary on input costs,
tariff pass-through to grocery retailers, and demand softness in food service will inform the broader consumer staples narrative.
Guidance tone on pricing power matters more than the headline EPS number in a tariff environment.

PCE Inflation (Feb) — Pre-Release Positioning Friday, March 27 — Preview Window

HIGH IMPACT

Friday's Personal Consumption Expenditures report — the Fed's preferred inflation gauge — is now converging with the strike pause
expiration as a dual binary event. The February PCE print will show whether energy-driven disinflation was building before oil
reversed. A softer reading gives the Fed cover to maintain dovish guidance; a hot reading eliminates the last argument for any 2026
rate cut. Thursday's session is partly about positioning ahead of Friday's open.

THREE SIGNALS
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SIGNAL 01 — MONETARY POLICY

Oil Back Above $100 Putsthe Fed's L ast Rate Cut Projection on Life Support

The Fed held rates at 3.50-3.75% on March 18 and projected exactly one 25-basis-point cut across the remainder of 2026
— a projection that already assumed some normalization of energy prices. With Brent reclaiming triple digits this morning,
that assumption is now under pressure. Import prices already rose 1.3% in February, the largest monthly gain in nearly four
years. Energy costs feed into PCE inflation with roughly a six-week lag, which means the March and April PCE prints will
absorb the oil spike that has persisted throughout the conflict's escalation phase. Rate cut odds in futures markets have
collapsed from 95% probability of at least one cut (a month ago) to roughly 8% today. The conceptual frame: every $10
Brent holds above $90 adds approximately 0.15-0.20 percentage points to headline PCE on a rolling basis. At sustained
$100+ oil, the Fed's one projected cut doesn't just get delayed — it becomes mathematically difficult to justify without a
supply shock reversal that hasn't happened.

SIGNAL 02 — GEOPOLITICS

Decoding Tehran's Hormuz Demand: Maximalist Opening or Genuine Red Line?

Iran's demand for sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz is the diplomatic equivalent of an opening chess move designed to
dominate the board, not necessarily end the game. The Strait transits 21 million barrels of crude per day — roughly 21% of
global oil demand. No GCC state, no US ally, and no Western oil market can accept an arrangement in which Iran controls
access to that volume unilaterally. Iran knows this. The demand is designed to shift the negotiating baseline. The items
Tehran actually wants — war reparations, an end to military threat escalation, and normalization of trade channels — sit
behind the Hormuz demand as the real negotiating floor. Watch for Omani intermediary activity in the next 24 hours. Muscat
has historically served as the quietest and most effective US-Iran back channel, and if the Omani Foreign Ministry signals
engagement, it means the gap between the two frameworks is being actively worked.

SIGNAL 03 — CONSUMER & MACRO

Q4 GDP at 0.7% Wasthe Baseline— And It Was M easured Beforethe War Hit

The Bureau of Economic Analysis revised Q4 2025 GDP down to 0.7% annualized growth from the advance estimate of
1.4% — a meaningful downward revision driven by weaker consumer spending, exports, and investment. That 0.7% reading
was measured against a period that predates the Iran conflict's full energy premium, the February import price surge, and
the consumer sentiment collapse to 55.5. The third and final GDP estimate releases April 9, but the directional trend in the
data is toward acknowledged softness. Consumer spending accounts for roughly 70% of US GDP, and it was the weakest
component of the Q4 revision. If that pattern carries into Q1 2026 — and the consumer confidence data strongly suggests it
is — the economy is decelerating toward a sub-1% growth baseline while simultaneously absorbing oil above $100, an
effective tariff rate above 10%, and a cost-of-living squeeze that households are feeling before policymakers can measure it
cleanly.

THE NAVIGATOR'S TAKE

PRE-MARKET BRIEFING — THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 8:15 AM ET

The Rally Is Given Back. What You're Actually Watching Now Is Friday.



The peace trade that powered Wednesday's 1% surge in equity futures has been handed back to the market — and
the speed of that reversal illustrates how thinly the rally was priced on the diplomatic development alone. Qil's floor
held above $98 even at Wednesday's most optimistic point, which told you something important in real time: energy
traders were not fully convinced by the proposal. They were right. Iran's rejection arrived before the session fully
closed, Brent reversed, and Thursday opens with the conflict's uncertainty premium reasserted. The S&P; 500 still
managed a 0.54% gain on the day — the underlying bid in equities is present, but it cannot sustain itself without a
genuine, verifiable de-escalation step. A proposal on a table is not a deal. Markets now know that clearly.

What you are actually watching today is not Iran's five-point counter — that is background context. What you are
watching is whether the Trump administration signals, through any channel, that the five-day strike pause will be
extended beyond Friday in light of Tehran's formal response. An extension signal — even an informal one from a
Pakistani or Omani intermediary — is an immediate oil-below-$98 event and an equity catalyst. No signal by
Thursday close means Friday session opens with dual binary pressure: PCE inflation data at 8:30 AM establishing
the economic baseline, and the pause expiration in the afternoon establishing the geopolitical ceiling. Expect volatility
in the 3:00-4:00 PM window as institutional risk management decisions execute in real time.

The one market signal worth watching with particular attention today is gold at the close. Gold at ~$4,442 is elevated
but not spiking — that reflects structured uncertainty, not crisis pricing. If gold settles above $4,500 by Thursday's
close, the safe-haven premium is expanding and Friday is being priced as high-risk. If gold holds in the

$4,440-$4,470 range, markets are treating Iran's counter as an opening bid — uncomfortable, but not existential.

That range tells you whether Thursday's session is risk-off positioning or cautious wait-and-see. Beyond that: Initial
Jobless Claims at 8:30 AM may not move oil or geopolitics, but they'll tell you whether the labor market is showing
wear from the conflict's economic weight. Watch for anything above 230K as a first sign.




